SECULAR  PROSE

Earl of Halifax), was one of the most able and distinguished Eng-
lish prose writers of the later seventeenth century. His two most
notable works are both c 'characters5'. The Character of King Charles
//is one of the most acute and interesting of the historical "char-
* acters"j and his Character of a Trimmer is a development of the
Theophrastan form and one of the most brilliant political pam~
phlets of the period. Both were written about 1685. The Character
of King Charles //was pub. in 1750, and The Character of a Trimmer
in 1688. His other works include two other important and in-
fluential pamphlets, A Letter to a Dissenter ! 1688) and The Anatomy
of an Equivalent (1688}. His aphorisms called Political, Mmd and
Miscellaneous Thoughts and Reflections, were not pub. till 1750. A
vol. of his Miscellanies was pub. in 1700. It includes his de-
lightful and popular essay. The Lady's j\ew-l*ear*s-Gijl: or Adrice
to a Daughter. There is a good modern rpt, of The Works of Halifax,
ed. with introd. by Sir W. Raleigh, and a valuable biography by
Miss H. G. Foxcroft in 2 vols. (1848).

HISTORIES, BIOGRAPHIES AND MEMOIRS
GENERAL STUDY AND SELECTION

Professor D. Nichol Smith's Characters of the Seventeenth
Century (CXU.P.) contains a valuable study of English histor-
ical writing of the seventeenth century with special reference
to the ^characters", together with a selection of "characters55
from historical works of the period.

INDIVIDUAL AUTHORS
LORD HERBERT OF CHERBURY (1583-1648)

Lord Herbert's history of The Life and Raigne of King Henry the
Eighth appeared after his death in 1649. It was rptcL in 1672, 1682
and 1741,

He also wrote a most interesting Autobiography which was not
pub. till 1764 by Horace Walpole. There are good modern edd.
by Sir S. Lee (1886 and 1907)5 and C. H. Herford (Gregynog
Press, 1928).

For his poems, see p. 282 and for his philosophical works,
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